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He plucked out some
feathers with his
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Albert watched them fly
away one by one.A gust of
sea wind swept up Albert’s
feathers,as if trying to
follow the red-billed gulls
into the distance.
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- red-billed gull named Simon
alighted near a nest, bringing
the fish to a bird many times
his own size

— Albert, an albatross.






OEBPS/image/AlbertsFirstFlight_E_020521.jpg
A flock of twittering red-
billed gulls passed by them,
"Simon, it's going to rain.
Stop wasting time on Albert!"
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Albatross Little Encyclopedia

The albatross is a bird with the longest wingspan in the world.

The albatross has a very long juvenile period. When the
young bird is strong enough, its parents will fly away and let the
young bird rely on the fat stored in its body to survive the winter.
Once the young birds are able, they will take off on their own.

Albatrosses can often fly for several days at a time, even
through strong storms. Fortunately, they have a transparent eyelid
layer, which covers their eyes, protecting them like goggles.

Albatrosses have webbed feet. Although their webbed feet
make walking on ground awkward, once they reach the water, their
webbed feet make them fast swimmers.

The upper and lower edges of the albatross's beak are sharp

enough to slice large pieces of food into smaller more edible pieces.

Albatrosses mainly eat squid. They also eat fish and like to follow
fishing boats, snatching pieces of fish from the boat. Albatrosses fly
too fast to grab food directly from the sea. They must first land on

the water, swim close to the food, and then dunk their head under
the water, like a duck, to catch food.

Oncoming strong winds can sometimes cause an albatross to
stall in mid-air. In order to avoid crashing, they quickly dive down,
gaining speed as they head towards the sea, and then take advantage
of this fast air speed to regain flight.

Albatrosses are now becoming extinct in many oceans and
seas around the world. There are many reasons for this. Humans
like to use their feathers to fill bedding or to decorate women's hats.
In addition, toxic chemical wastewater and spilled crude oil are
not only harmful to albatrosses, but also dangerously pollute their
foraging areas in the ocean. Albatrosses will also prey on bait hooked
to the nets of fishing boats. Tens of thousands of albatrosses have
gotten caught on the hooks of these long line fishing nets and die.

Albatrosses prefer to live on remote, isolated islands with
high cliffs, away from humans and other animals that may harm
them. Ocean storms can be daunting, but that's when albatrosses
make the most of their long wings to soar, so it's no wonder that
they are called the "King of Birds."

Reference:
The world of Albatross, Kim Westerkov, Hodder & Stoughton, 1991
Toroa, the Royal Albatross, Te Aorere Riddell, Huia, 2003

The Life Cycle of the Royal Albatross, Betty Brownlie, Scholastic, 1995
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He rpréad his wings out wide
and began to glide downward.
His little island had vanished

“into the distance.

The great wind had carried
Albert far, far away . ..
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Albert sported a pair of long,
long wings. His walk was
more of a waddle and he
couldn’t go anywhere

— because he couldn't fly yet.
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Alberts First Flight

Yih-Fen Chou Pictures by Chin-Lung Huang
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Some birds on the island said,
“Albert will never learn to fly.
His wings are too heavy!”
“What a pitty,” they said. “If he
can’t fly, then he can’t fish ...
he’ll starve for sure.”
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...and 1lluminated the beautiful
far side of the island.
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Albert felt very sad
when he heard this.
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Yih-Fen Chou

A mother of two. Chou has for many years been
editor-in-chief for a children’s book publisher. She
received a second Master’s in Educational Psychology
from the University of Wisconsin. Her Ph.D. thesis
dealt with the relationship between young children’s
favorite picture books and their cognitive development.
Chou is the author of the Mimi Series books which
have sold translation rights for more than 10 languages.
The Mimi Series animations have won 22 international

animation awards.

Chin-Lung Huang

Huang was born in Dong-gang, a small fishing village.
He has loved painting since he was a child. His most
proficient works unsurprisingly focus on the subject
matter of fishing boats or harbors. Huang’s artwork,
which in recent years have embodied a rich East Asian
flavor, has won numerous awards. Currently, Huang

is a professor in the University’s Department of Fine
Arts. Albert’s First Flight is his first picture book.
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There were so many stories
Albert wanted to tell him . ..
As Albert flew over to join
his friend,the warm sunshine
caressed his smiling face...
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Every morning at sunrise,
Albert would go to a higher
place to practice flying.

He tried everything he could
think of, but after many, many
tries, he still couldn’t fly.
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The birds of the island were
terrified, scrambling to find
Simon

shelter! It's raining .tob,‘;fﬁuc |

In a panic, Albert
followed Simon.
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“Wow! The mysterious cave!”
Albert could hardly contain

‘his excitement. A flock of
red-billed gulls were playing
near the entrance of the cave.
Albert was thrilled to see

\ ,Si'mo‘ there, too!
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Albert also climbed to the top
of the rock, but soon lost his

balance and fell to the ground
with a resounding THUMP!

Simon flew to the top of
a big rock. He spread his
wings, and WHOOSH!

he landed on the ground.
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Yih-Fen Chou
Pictures by Chin-Lung Huang

Text copyright © 2020 by Yih-Fen Chou
Illustrations copyright © 2020 by Chin-Lung Huang
www.heryin.com heryin@heryin.com

wg‘fb Books

www.yihfenchou.com Heryin Books, Inc.
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Albert flew back to his familiar
little island. As he approached
the far side of the island —
the place that once filled him
with such excitement and
curiosity, he slowed down . ..
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Oof! Ow! THUD!

Seeing that this time they

would not be able to reach the
Albert tripped, tumbling mysterious cave, Simon tried to
head over heels into a hole. console Albert,“Actually, flying

is easy. C’mon — I’ll show you.”
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- The wind hOWled ﬁercel.y‘

Struggling with all his migbt, 74 i
Albert flipped and whirled and
apped his wings like crazy.
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Albert covered most of the globe
in his travels and saw many
sights which were completely
different from his little island.
But throughout it all, he missed
Simonand wondered about the

mysterious cave.
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Albert walked
and walked and
walked until his
legs felt like jelly,
but he still didn’t
give up and kept

on going ...
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Simon most loved to tell the
story of the far side of the
1sland. Albert was curious,
“How I wish I could see
what it is like there.”
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Albert glided for a long, long
time —and wasn't the least
bit tired.His long, long wings
enabled him to fly high, and
swiftly, and ever so gracefully.
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All the birds on the island
laughed at his funny
wings — except Simon.
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Simon once again displayed
his ivmpressiveflying skills.
Albert watched intently, and
with great determination
practlced agaln and again,
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stormand mto the bl1nd1ng
sunhght ‘He felt Very small
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Albert really wanted
go. He readily agreed.
“Great! I’m'ﬁ’gﬁ;‘ding there,
even if I have to hop.”
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to Albert’s side and said
excitedly, “Hey, Albert! I
found a mysterious cave on
the far side of the island.

'9’

Let’s go check it out!
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